
RISE:  FOOD, FAMILY, FRIENDS AND CELEBRATIONS. IT’S HOLIDAY TIME!  BUT, HOW 

DO OUR PETS HANDLE IT?  I’M RISE JILL MILLER. 

SOME OF THE SIMPLE THINGS WE TAKE PART IN OVER THE HOLIDAYS CAN 

OFTEN BE HAZARDOUS TO OUR PETS’ HEALTH, FROM FOOD TO 

DECORATIONS. 

DOCTOR DOUG ASPROS, PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN VETERINARY 

MEDICAL ASSOCIATION: 

DR. A:   THERE ARE TEN COMMON HAZARDS THAT PET OWNERS SHOULD BE AWARE 

OF AT THIS TIME OF YEAR.  IF YOU KEEP THESE AT THE TOP OF MIND AND 

AWAY FROM PETS, EVERYONE WILL ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS FREE FROM TRIPS 

TO THE EMERGENCY CLINIC.  START WITH TABLE SCRAPS, CANDY, TASTY 

DECORATIONS, FLOWERS AND PLANTS, SUGAR-FREE SNACKS AND 

CHOCOLATE.  THEN CONSIDER CANDLES – KEEP THEM AWAY FROM YOUR 

PETS’ REACH AND THEIR WAGGING TAIL AS THEY CAN BE A HAZARD.  IF 

YOU’RE HAVING A HOLIDAY PARTY, KEEP YOUR PETS IN A SEPARATE ROOM   

AWAY FROM ARRIVING GUESTS WHERE THEY CAN FEEL SAFE AND SECURE. 

FINALLY, IT’S BEST NOT TO GIVE A PET AS A GIFT BECAUSE THE RECIPIENTS 

WON’T BE ABLE TO CHOOSE ONE FOR THEMSELVES. 

RISE:   FOR MORE HOLIDAY PET SAFETY TIPS, VISIT A-V-M-A DOT ORG. 

 


